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Our Why

Our Guiding Principles underpin the learning culture in our College. 
At Pedare, student growth occurs through the experience of high-quality learning 
opportunities that serve them throughout their lives. We believe that education is about 
supporting each and every child to discover and grow their unique gifts and talents.

Pedare has developed these Guiding Principles to describe who we are as staff, and the 
opportunities we aspire to provide for every learner at our College. The Guiding Principles 
create a shared language of learning that promotes excellence, respect and inclusion 
across our community.

At Pedare, teaching is about more than delivering content and assessing knowledge. 
We bring the whole student into focus, supporting their academic, social, emotional and 
spiritual development.

Pedare’s Guiding Principles represent a culture of learning that never ends, developing 
inquiring, knowledgeable, confident and caring young people. The College’s Strategic 
Plan, the ACARA General Capabilities and the SACE Strategic Plan frame our aspirations 
for the formation of the whole person.

To bring these principles to life, this booklet outlines the specific Teacher Attributes and 
Learner Behaviours that define our daily practice. Throughout the following pages, you 
will find descriptions of the teaching excellence our students are entitled to receive, 
alongside the learner standards that empower our students to take ownership of their 
growth. Together, these attributes form the blueprint for the high-quality learning culture 
we cultivate at Pedare.
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Guiding Principles

Our vision is fostering partnerships with families that enable students to:
• excel in learning

• be globally focused
• have a strong sense of self-worth

• make a difference in the community.
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Thrive

Deliver an inclusive, high-quality curriculum.

Prioritise the development of essential literacy, numeracy and 
future-ready skills across all learning.

Use data to track progress, celebrate growth and guide learning.

Provide timely, personalised feedback to support student success.

We are future focused and support our students 
to develop the skills they need to thrive in an 
ever-changing world.
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Actively contribute to school life and show enthusiasm for learning.

Set goals, track progress and celebrate achievements.

Seek and apply feedback for continuous growth.

Show perseverance and maintain a positive approach to challenges.
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Enrich

Foster innovative and engaging learning that prepares students for 
the future.

Encourage critical thinking, creativity and the transfer of knowledge 
across disciplines.

Provide experiential learning in a supportive environment.

Support students to explore interests and pathways by connecting 
learning with industry and community experiences.

We provide students with exemplary learning experiences.
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Explore and investigate ideas with curiosity and interest.

Think creatively and critically when approaching challenges.

Participate actively and purposefully in rich learning experiences.

Apply and transfer learning to new situations and contexts.
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Empower

Support student agency, accountability, and leadership.

Foster adaptability, resilience, and problem-solving skills.

Provide multiple ways for students to demonstrate learning.

Use data and reflection to support personal and academic growth.

We strive to empower our students to take ownership of 
their learning journeys.
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Take initiative, contribute ideas and support others when needed.

Meet expectations with increasing independence.

Manage time, resources and responsibilities effectively.

Think creatively, adapt to challenges and apply learning with confidence.
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Connect

Foster a safe, inclusive and respectful community.

Encourage open communication, compassion, collaboration and trust.

Build student resilience, self-belief and confidence.

Recognise and affirm student efforts and achievements.

Our relationships are built on a foundation of respect and 
trust, and are at the heart of everything we do.
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Contribute to an inclusive and respectful school culture.

Communicate openly and collaborate positively with others.

Build trust by being reliable, honest and considerate in their interactions 
with others.

Contribute positively to shared experiences and relationships within the 
school community.
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Belong

Celebrate diversity, values and cultural awareness.

Promote service learning and meaningful community engagement.

Build strong, positive relationships with families.

Contribute to a wide range of activities and experiences that 
strengthen students’ sense of belonging.

We foster a sense of belonging and value authentic 
connections with our local and global communities. 
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Respect and value the diverse backgrounds and perspectives of others.

Engage in acts of service and develop meaningful connections within  
their community.

Build their sense of belonging by contributing to school and community 
life, including caring for shared spaces, our culture, and upholding 

community standards.

Appreciate the shared values and traditions that shape our  
Pedare community.
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Learner Capabilities

At Pedare, our Guiding Principles are supported by the national and state frameworks 
that ensure every student receives a world-class education. While our culture is 
uniquely Pedare, our curriculum is intentionally designed to meet and exceed the 
standards of both the Australian Curriculum and the SACE. By integrating these external 
capabilities with our own Learner Profile, we ensure our students are academically 
prepared, socially responsible, and ready for the future.

The Australian Curriculum provides a cohesive foundation for learning. Beyond 
specific subjects, it identifies seven General Capabilities that encompass the skills and 
dispositions students need to succeed in life and work in the 21st century:

•	 Literacy

•	 Numeracy

•	 Digital Literacy

•	 Critical and Creative Thinking

•	 Personal and Social Capability

•	 Ethical Understanding

•	 Intercultural Understanding 

South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) supports the development of essential 
capabilities and diverse pathways beyond school. At Pedare, we use the SACE 
Capabilities to help students build the independence and agency needed to thrive in 
their senior secondary studies:

•	 Learning

•	 Citizenship

•	 Communication

•	 Personal Development

•	 Work
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The Australian Curriculum provides a cohesive foundation 
for learning. It includes learning areas, general capabilities 
and cross-curriculum priorities. Together, these elements 

help students develop the knowledge, understanding 
and skills they need to learn, contribute and shape their 

world—now and in the future.
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Agency

Source: https://www.sace.sa.edu.au/documents/652891/5ac744d7-82c4-38d0-7b2c-e0f29afc89d5

The SACE supports the development of essential capabilities, lifelong learning skills and diverse 
pathways beyond school. The Guiding Principles help students build the independence, 
resilience and agency needed to thrive in their SACE journey and future aspirations.
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The Australian Professional Standards for Teachers guide educators in developing 
high-quality, reflective and impactful practice. Engaging with these standards ensures 
teachers can have the greatest possible impact on student learning and wellbeing at 
every stage of schooling.

Source: https://www.aitsl.edu.au/standards

 R-12 PEDARE GUIDING PRINCIPLES Pg. 13



12-30 Surrey Farm Drive, Golden Grove SA
08 8280 1700

pedare@pedarecc.sa.edu.au

PEDARECC.SA.EDU.AU

http://pedarecc.sa.edu.au
http://pedarecc.sa.edu.au

